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angels in the Zoroastrian theology and may be
fittingly compared to the Mylitta of the Assyrians,
Istar of the Egyptians, Aphrodite of the Greeks, and
Ashtoreth, or Astrate, of the Old Testament.  What
is, however, more pertinent to our purpose is that
the Mazdaznans look upon Ainyahita as their patron
deity who has under her special guidance and protec-
tion the whole Mazdaznan movement of America.
Their bible is named after her, and in it she puts
questions to Ahura Mazda on some of the still
unsolved problems of life,  and the  answers  she
receives serve to instruct and exhort her followers
in the path of wisdom and righteousness.   In the
Avestan literature, or, to speak more particularly,
in the Yasht devoted to her praise she is described
as a maiden of fair body, well-shaped, pure, and
glorious, wearing a golden crown studded with a
hundred stars and golden earrings and necklace to
match.    However, this particular painting I am
speaking of gives only her head and a part of her
neck without earrings or necklace or crown with a
hundred stars;   but then it is such a head and
neck as never a man has set his eyes on.  In all my
life and travels I have never seen either in art or
nature a face more beautiful, more intellectual, or
one more spiritual than hers; and I am acquainted
with the best and loveliest that the galleries of
Europe and America have to show. I have seen and
pondered over the faultless beauty of Venus de
Milo's at the Louvre, the arresting spirituality oC
St. Cecilia's of Carlo Dolci in Dresden, the perfect
purity of Madonna della Sedia's of Raphael in